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STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND ACTION FOR
EMERGING GLOBAL CHALLENGES

Peaple everywhere under-
stand that our woeld is enfering a
time of cmtical chamge.  Then:
are emerging global challenges
and crises rampant sl aroand ws
and ssort-lerm solulsns are niol
in sight Many of the leading
challenges to our planet’s sus
tainability, global security and
SIO=eCOMmIC prospenty al the
dawn of the twenty-Gret cenfury
inclade climate change, project-
ed shomages of water and Food

Dr. Moses Satralkar sources,  dwindiing  energy
quﬂdhlﬂtﬂ FE ohal reserves, pandemics and vanious

liaman ihreats fhose inchiding
nuclear proliferation, internal
Hoils, mom-state temmorst activity, illicit wafficking, widaiing
income ineqaality, and so forth. These threats ane not just in a
particular country, they are prevalent worldwade. Moneover,
since economic downiam has taken a toll across the globe,
MEPEFCUSRRNLE an: 'I.'|||.lr_'q1md I ssew of the ciment scenano,
common concems and shared idess need do be deliberated col-
labsoratively, We are in urgent need of social scienfists and miel-
lectmals. whi understand that with rapid Emcwdedge obscles-
cenee i the information age, the uncertain fitune necessitabes a
stralegic approsch for Eacilitating human development world-
wide The Uhited Mations Secnstary Ceseral Ban Bi-Moon
recently mentioned that the achievement and contineation of the
Millenminm Development Goals (MIs); can only be achieved
through Parnerships.

We peed 10 redefine the purpese of education and research in
& strategic perspective. [t is widely known that the pen ks might-
fier than the sword, Edusation can bridige car worlds, it can even
divide oar worlds, amd History proves. that applied research in
mst fiedds can eather brmg prespenty o calamity on the humen
race. Btrategic rescarch and oction has 1o be defined organiza-
tinally in overcoming the mymesd secunty ssees facing our
futre workds. A new orpanizaton has been established im 2010,
torcreate a ghobal petwork for strategs ressarch and action, The
Global Challenges Foram Foundation (GCFF) is perhaps the
first international orgamization establighed with o wnigee mis
sion b ackdress emerging challenges of a globalized wordd. 1
explores applied policy research oo secunty challenges and
threats and facilitating the exchange of multidisciplinary experi-
ences af the interfoce of globalizaton and secunty, The GCFF
forum themes focus on major challenges today mcluding
Educason, Energy, Economics, Sustamable Development and
Maritime Becurity. However, organizational outlook e the Meak
scenanio 15 iotally different, The Cilobal Challenge: Fonm envi-
stons chollenges as “opportunitics” o develop “solutions’ by
building parmerships with stmbegns organizations across the
world. It nspires to develop solations cooperatively through
infegrated, holistic, “bottom-up” approaches armved upon by all
stakeholders, to influence “top down” policies. 1t therehy fumc-
It as & Csirabegic thmk tank” & advise differnl academic
institales, busingss houses and even govemments

T fanctiomal process by which thas i bang achieved is dis-
timet. The GCFF, Geneva is establishing, Global Parinership
Research Centers™ (GPRC), Correnily, these exist m a few

comndries with the network growing. The GPRC's will cremte 2
national and internaticnal network of parner members from all
levels of ncodemin, basmess, research, govemment amd non-
governsent sectors to facilitate integraticsr of all stakeholders
aroumd the world through annenl Multi Bakebolder Fomims
(M3F5), The GPRC's tap the expertize of policy makers, busi-
wess leaders, educationists, scientists, engineers and profession-
ils arcand the world 1o collate and analyze market or existing
rescarch information 1o underinke related projects in different
comniries, Educatinal Fonims are misractive fnces-1o-face .1|al-
forms. where latest research information is processed. Here
knowledge transfer through cse-gudies and miense delibera-
tioms are comtinuous and active processes. A cross-spectmim of
representatives from vaned fiekds and mstiftutions are represent-
ed. This is the mest effective way of reaching a consensus which
can mnfliesce all sakeholders luml:'n:h—. Peedback deliberated
is collated into an action plan. The GPRCs assist with promot-
myg reforms in educational inisatives, intemational accredits.
ticm, independent projects and higher educatica parmerships.
Om requeest, they offer feedback to influesoe varons bocal non-
govemmient and govemment agencies or matiers of public poli-
LA, Thu ﬁ=u| EETITRR] (i ECY 'I.'.-i!l b !'m.llhl du|:iherul’.1‘:] L&} n,'u|:|| duﬁ-
nitg sofutions snd policies durng the Global Pannership
St hested annually by the GCFF, This provides a very high
level platform to infleence decision making worldwide in
aspects of commerce, sustamable development, social welfane,
education or public policy sed essential for shaping car world in
the fabure,

The GFRCs also i'-:-sa:r cross-gulbaral educatiomal  pro-

o i wal par hips fo bridge the gap between
different couniries. The GPRC’s hove intemational offices in
different countries which “cress-talk” to facilitate betier under-
standing amidst their pariner members during the global fomims
andl the global parmership summit. This could promole pesce
aned Barmaony in a strategic manner. Moreover, for severnl vears,
challenges have heen battled “bottom up® m society, with the
conman leyman having to face severe repercussions of social
challenpes; for generations together. This situation will now md-
ically change. The GPFRC's provide a unique opportunity o con-
el peress 4 cross spectram of persomalities o society, The
fomame provide a “voice” For thoss who are striving o be heard.
The forums viice diategue and buld relationshaps between the
commsn mean and decision makers, albeit srategically. Hiost
tiations that faal to hear the poignant beart cry of the masses will
comtinue 1o fight o losing batile, nddressing challenges without
sirtegic apport ad gaidance. Though, nations will consider
GPRC's a5 benchicial institations offering strabegic advice 1o
enpstere palonal imterest and ghobal security, The GPRC's publish
articles, research papers, newsletters, and conference proceed-
mygs amd media reports, They collaborate with emiment publica-
ticm howses and medin agencies, in host couniries, 1o announce
s deliberations sl resolutions. Leadershap role of the Media
will be given uimeest importance. The fonimes thus have the abil-
iy o positively mileence o community Top down’ as i s st
allly people occupy positions of public or corporate govemance
that inflience socety maximally,

[t is necessary o reflect on & stadegic case study of one of the
mam GOFF forums the “Transfermative Education Forum™
This forum was cstablished as 8 majority of global citizens ane
umedacated; memeover, the pemeral consensis was that o new

purndipm wns needed for educatimg 215t century leamers. The
TEF objectiviis to help define bolistic neforms in outdased edu-
cation svsiems, prchices and policies o revomp older, ohsoleie
medels of human leaming. Education bas the shility o influence
sustainable development worldwide particularly in developing
counines. TEF was onganized saccessfully by the GOFF for
thres consecutive vears in Geneva in 2000, in the LLS. in 2001,
and in Tndia in 20012, TEF was well attended by distmguished
delegntes including leadens, heads of instittions, educators, and
& Crss=specinim | ru[ml:d stakeholders represTilimg pu'hEu..
amil private education, research, basiness, media snd informa-
tom technobogy mdasiry, TEF 2011, hosted by the 1.5, Naval
Postpraduate School, Califomin was ssccessfal in Sucidating
the “TEF Prmciples™ which provide agnificant guidelines for
new educational models for the 219 century. TEF X102, partic-
ularly, was a greal success slory of a sq.'ual.'rgil.' mrintsative betweens
the ACTE Group of [mstifutions and GCF Foundation. The
Forum was crganized by Dr. Ken Cnamakan {President, ACTS)
and Dir. Moses Batrlkar {GCF) from 12-15 Sep 20012 at Alliance
de Frameaise, Bangalore. Smce India has the et popilation
of illiterate people as compared o any ofber nation in the world,
the canse for comcem 1% -||||¢|.|ui-nu.'u| TEF hias heen scknowl-
edged 85 need of the howur especially s the iheme
“Tramsformative Education fior Susiainable Development” is per-
timent. Mational Media plaved o lesdership robe in co-hosting the
forum and creating peblic awareness Stroag solslanty was
expressad by a nll stakehobders with feedback from participants.
||'||;]p'li“hiirrj_ urgent e EIF refl1nnx i|| urJuL-.qilmHF pracinees
ani pablic policies in India. TEF has been very successful in
sharing infermnational best practices, effedive case studies, fos
terimg collshorations, discussing the current scenano and outlin-
ing speific recommendations for nation building

Muost imporiantly, to reslize the strategic mandate of the
GCFF, the Association Tor Simtegic Ressanch and Action,
Geneva (ASRAGENEWA) has been Tormally established by
[, Tadal Abu Ciapeleh (Jordan), Chaiman GUFF and Dy,
‘Walter Christman (L'8A), Founding Director GCFF, as a pres-
ligouss embership-based organization, under the Canien of
Geneva, Switrerland. It will serve as o federation of “think
lanks”, The memberships at ASRAGENEVA augment poss-
hilities for dialogue and strategic policies, business. network-
ing. Mexible presects, partnerships and conferences. Acslemic
Institatioms,  Colleges,  Universitics, Imtematicnal
Baccalaureate Schools, Ressarch Institutions, HBusiness
Owganizations, Industries’ Corporntions, Banks, Medin ond
Publication Houses, Mon Govemment Organizations and
Private Firms as well as State or Central Govemment
Organizations are welcome 1o join as fee paving members,
Funding Agencies, Corporate Social Responsibility Initiatives
and Sponsors are welcome collaborate since long-term ben-
clits are trememdous with social objectives being met. The
Cieneral Assembly meetings amd Plenary Sessions will be con-
vened regulardy. ASRAGENEVA membership is affordsble,
has bread scope, develops lesdershap influence amd 15 2 maba-
ally beneficial assccintion. Strategic advice provided by the
ASRAGENEVA 1o govemments, piblic or private onganizs-
tioneal boards, will definitely a have long fenm positive impact
in overconmimg varous ghobal challenges in fluture
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THE BLISS OF GIVING

Universal  Source.  That
source  symbolizes  abun-

It i time we got reconmect-
el Humon life is profound,

BRAJ KISHOR GUPTA
Molivation Gura

Modern Life is & quest for

opulence,  Human  nature
craves for more and still
mare, This insatiable craving
of man has changed life equa-
tion. It has become our hahit

b expect and secept, This is o
new s that challenges the
time tesied societal norm of
giving rather than seeking,
Every society m the world is
franded om the cardinal prin-
wiples of sharing and caring,
These priceless values are
threatened inday as never
before. One s reminded of
the growing significance of
the words of Sir Winsion
Charchill;

W mrake @ Hlmg by wlar
we gl we moke a Iife by
v s give,

Society feeds on ke,
Love springs forth  with
nopeplance, Accepiance is all

nhout ireating others with
dignity. Humuan dignity hobds

the key wr ome’s high self

cateem. Today's pemerations
are wp against a challenge
They are graduslly losing the
hahit of giving. They seem to
be prossly oblivious of the
bliss of giving. Though, it is
beariening they are prowing
self reliant ane self confident.
But they need to be sensitized
on the grmwing need for shar-
ing with others what they
have. Cooperation and coar-
dination form modern day
limgo, This is the way forward
bath im persenal and profes-
sional Tife. How could one

apprecinte the value of give
img? Should the person not
row affluent first? These are
same  quizzical questions.
The mead of the hour is w0
rediscover onesell, You meod
o get hack o your limeage,
Mo one exists i isolation.
You are o part and parvel of
larger whole. You are not just
@ lvimg skeleton, You are
mawe than what meets the
muked eyes. The true chal-
lempe Lics in knowing who
you ang. Onee you know the
nature of yourself, your
thought  process  would
expand. You will find your-
sell in sync  with the

dance. Mamre i a living  We need 1o take a legitimate
munifestntion of the Blernal  pride  in our  existence,
Bliss. The poal of life must  Abumsdance is oar tnee nature.
be to live in agreement with  'We must behnve as the prog-

this Life Force. The ireny is
we are deliberntely moving
away [Tom owr reMs and
comaplin of getting uprooded.
William Wordsworth, a high
priest of Noture could foresee
this buman predicament way
hack in the 19th cembary:

The world & o orack
with ws; Lnte qud o,

Getting and spemding, we
g waske BIEF P

Linde we sew In Nature
that is wers;

We have glver owr heans
away, @ sovdid bewn!

eny of the rich and mighty. T
i5 our mature o give and
hless. Lifis is a rarc opponuni-
ty by gorowe kinel and pour our
heart put. The best way 1o do
that is o poctice the ant of
giving others what Loed has
pven us, The mare we give,
the meore will come back, Our
lifie wall e filked with bless-
imgs umtold. This i the law of
Lifie, Giving is the magmel
et attracts Bliss both hunan
and Divine! And Life will
i
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